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altogether immune against a possible surprise from
the direction of the Khyber Pass which it guarded. At
Nowshera, as at Utmanzai and Peshawar, Gandhiji had
a meeting with the officers of the Khudai Khidmatgars.
In the course of a written address which they presented
to him, they thanked him for having given them the wea-
pon of non-violence which was infinitely superior to and
more potent than the weapons of steel and brass. They
assured Gandhiji that their faith in non-violence was ab-
solute and unqualified as had been amply proved by their
conduct during the Civil Disobedience fight and that they
would never go back upon it.
" I accept in toto your assurance/' said Gandhiji in
acknowledging the address, "that you have fully under-
stood the principle of non-violence and that you will hold
on to it always. I congratulate you on it, and I further
say that if 3rou can put the whole of that doctrine into
practice, you will make history. You claim to have one
lakh Khudai Khidmatgars on your register which exceeds
the total number of Congress volunteers as it stands to-
day. You are all pledged to selfless service. You get no
monetary allowance. You have even to provide your own
uniforms. You are a homogeneous and disciplined body.
Badshah Khan's word is law to you. You have proved
your capacity to receive blows without retaliation. But
this is only the first step in your probation, not the last.
'To gain India's freedom, the capacity for suffering must
go hand in hand with the capacity for ceaseless, selfless
labour. A soldier of freedom must incessantly work for
the benefit of all."
He then proceeded to describe in detail the difference
between a Khudai Khidmatgar and an ordinary soldier in
regard to their behaviour and training. " The resemblance
between you and the ordinary soldier begins and ends
with the cut of the uniform and perhaps the nomencla-
tures of the ranks which you have adopted. Like the
military you have your Colonels and G. 0. C/s. But un-
like them the basis of all your activity is not violence but
non-violence. Therefore, your training, your preoccupa-
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